
 

MAHALO NUI FROM MEC PRESIDENT SHARON SOPER 
June 30, 2020 

Dear Fellow Hawaiian Flight Attendants: 

As my term as AFA MEC President draws to a close, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to 
all of you for your support and participation through the years.  It has been an honor to both serve and 
work with you.  Over the years we were able to transform our jobs as stewardesses into our careers as 
Flight Attendants.  When I was hired as a stewardess you had to be a young woman and you were not 
allowed to be married or have a family.  It may seem hard to believe for many of our new generation 
Flight Attendants, but we’ve come a long way baby!   

Many special thanks to Diana Huihui, our Negotiating Committee Chairperson, for her friendship and 
partnership through many, many difficult negotiations. Together, and with all of you, we worked to 
make this a career with good pay, good working conditions and schedule flexibility, and retirement 
benefits. Today we have one of the best Flight Attendant contracts in the airline industry. 

All of this did not happen overnight. Your participation, particularly during our most recent negotiations, 
with month after month of informational picketing was simply awe inspiring! I am proud to have 
participated with a dedicated group of Flight Attendants who came together so powerfully to tell 
management that we were united, and we were not going to back down. This had never happened at 
Hawaiian and this was a game-changer for all of us. We should all be extremely proud of what we were 
able to accomplish together. Thank you! 

In closing, let me say congratulations to Joni Kashiwai, our new MEC President, Scott Henton, MEC Vice 
President, and Chasity Theno, MEC Secretary/Treasurer, as they take on their jobs in these challenging 
times. Again, a special thank you to Diana Huihui, our Negotiating Committee Chairperson, for all the 
years of friendship and support. Finally, thank you to all the women and men who volunteer their time 
to work for the AFA – whether it be an elected position, committee chairperson, or a committee 
member – for their commitment to you, the Flight Attendants of Hawaiian Airlines. 

With much Aloha, 

Sharon Soper 

AFA-CWA MEC President 

 

 

 


